
	
	

Sonny Hernandez, Patrick Hines, and The Satanic Teachings of Cornelius Van Til 
by Monty L. Collier 
 
Proponents of the satanic teachings of Cornelius Van Til are, as one might expect, highly 
irrational, but oftentimes they are habitual liars--willing to say anything to gain acceptance or to 
win an argument.  Consider Sonny L. Hernandez.  Sonny obtained his doctorate in pastoral 
theology/leadership from Tennessee Temple University.  In a recent internet debate on Scott 
Price's Facebook wall, Sonny decided to attack the teachings of Gordon H. Clark.  Some of you 
may remember that Clark exposed the dialectical theology of Cornelius Van Til throughout the 
1900s.  Dr. Hernandez, in his haste to accuse Gordon H. Clark of heresy, claimed that Clark 
authored an article titled "Is Arminianism Another Gospel?"  This article was published in The 
Presbyterian Guardian, 25 January 1945, Vol. 14, No. 2, p. 21-22.  The only problem is...Clark 
did not write that article.  The article was written by Richard Willer Gray.   
 
Of course, this does not speak well of the scholarship of Dr. Sonny Hernandez, who has authored 
several books supporting and perpetuating the satanic teachings of Cornelius Van Til.  Shouldn't 
a doctor in theology have the simple training to correctly identify the author of an article in a 
monthly Presbyterian magazine (The Presbyterian Guardian was founded 7 October 1935 and 
ceased publication in October of 1979)?  Of course, doctors in theology are fallible sinners--and 
that is exactly why they should not be trusted--but all of their claims should be checked by 
Scripture alone.  The Bible says: 
 
It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man. 
(Psalm 118:8) 
 
Last year, Dr. Sonny Hernandez assured me that he used to be a Van Tilian, but that he now 
thinks Van Til is a heretic.  He told me he renounced the teachings of Cornelius Van Til.  Such 
claims are contradicted by Dr. Sonny Hernandez's personal Amazon Page, which can be seen 
here: 
 
https://www.amazon.com/Sonny-L.-Hernandez/e/B0832R34S9/ref=ntt_dp_epwbk_0 
 
A look at Sonny Hernandez's Amazon Page reveals that he is selling the following books: 
 
The Atheist Fairy Tale: An apologetics introduction on Van Til's research to equip laymen to 
refute godless presuppositions 
Apologetics Primer for the Armed Forces: Expose the Irrationalism of Atheism by Arguing from 
the Impossibility of the Contrary 
 
Notice the subtitle in Sonny's book The Atheist Fairy Tale.  Sonny is attempting to equip the 
laymen with Van Til's satanic teachings.  Now one might think that a graduate of Tennessee 
Temple University (a place that was thought to be the center of the independent Baptist 
movement) would not believe in a church/laity distinction, but, as the Bob Dylan song says: 
"times they are a changin."  Many Baptists today, such as John MacArthur, John Piper, and 
James White, teach justification by faith and works (a.k.a., Lordship Salvation)--so is it really a 



	
	

surprise to see professing Baptists teaching the dialectical blasphemies of Cornelius Van Til 
while simultaneously asserting the old Roman Catholic notion of a church/laity distinction? 
 
The subtitle of Dr. Hernandez's other Van Tilian book claims to expose the irrationalism of 
atheism by arguing from the impossibility of the contrary.  Laughably, or maybe I should say 
sadly, no one pointed out to Dr. Hernandez that his subtitle is self-referentially absurd.  The 
subtitle is proof that Dr. Hernandez never took a basic class in deductive logic (or maybe he just 
didn't pay attention).  Like his theological mentor Cornelius Van Til, Dr. Hernandez fails to 
realize that one cannot argue from the impossibility of the contrary, for by definition, contraries 
can both be false.  If Mr. Hernandez understood basic logic, he would know that one can argue 
from the impossibility of the contradictory--but not the contrary. 
 
Last year, before the publication of my book Double-Think: Refuting The Satanic Teachings Of 
Cornelius Van Til, Dr. Hernandez called me several times begging me to change the title of my 
book.  He was very upset that I would call Van Til's teachings satanic in the very title of my 
book.  I thought such a concern rather strange coming from a person who told me he thought that 
Van Til's teachings were satanic and heretical.  However, seeing that Dr. Hernandez is still 
peddling the teachings of Van Til on Amazon, rather than posting a retraction of his erroneous 
support of that heretic to his Amazon page (warning his fans of Van Til's satanic teachings)--
maybe those strange phone calls make a bit more sense! 
 
One of the Presbyterian pastors who gave a loving endorsement to Dr. Hernandez's book The 
Atheist Fairy Tale:  An Introduction On Van Til's Research To Equip Laymen To Refute 
Godless Presuppositions was Pastor Patrick Hines of Bridwell Heights Presbyterian Church, 
Kingsport, Tennessee.  On 12 April 2018, Patrick Hines gives the book 5 out of 5 stars and 
writes the following: 
 
If you want to be more confident in proclaiming Christ to others, you need a biblical apologetic. 
This book will make you ready.   
In this concise treatment of the biblical approach to doing apologetics and evanangelism, Dr. 
Hernandez shows clearly that professing atheists are not, in their heart of hearts, atheists. They 
are walking, living, breathing contradictions - at war with the God they know. There are many 
larger works on presuppositional apologetics, but if you really want to get the nugget of gold that 
is Van Til's apologetic and increase your confidence in doing evangelism and answering the 
same old, tired, worn out objections to the truth that are so common on the Internet and in the 
work-place, this is *the* book you want to read and give to others! 
 
This is not the first time Hines has endorsed Van Til's satanic work, and it should be noted that 
Hines and his church is part of the Vanguard Presbytery, which recently had Dr. Henry 
Krabbendam provide a Van Tilian exhortation at Vanguard's first Presbytery 
meeting.  Krabbendam confessed at the meeting that, after years of study, he is still convinced 
that the Bible contains irreconcilable paradoxes (contradictions) and that Vanguard does not 
know the Gospel.  Should Bible-believing Christians looking for a Reformed church seek to join 
an assembly that is part of a Presbytery that confesses the Bible contains contradictions and that 
it does not know the Gospel?  Let's hope not. 
 



	
	

In Krabbendam's 2002 book Sovereignty and Responsibility, when he's not pushing the heresy 
known as the three points of common grace, Krabbendam argues against Bible-believing 
Christians using linear-thinking (Sovereignty and Responsibility, chapter 6, pages 147-
173).  Krabbendam argues for non-linear thinking (usually this means arguing from multiple 
starting points to various conclusions, so one would not be arguing from the Calvinist starting 
point of Scripture alone).   
 
You might be asking yourself:  what is linear thinking?   
Starting from Scripture alone and arguing in a logically consistent manner would be linear 
thinking...the position of The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 1, Article 6:  "The whole 
counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man's salvation, faith and life, 
is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced 
from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the 
Spirit, or traditions of men."  Van Tilians cannot have that and Krabbendam is no exception. 
 
In conclusion, whether you encounter Van Tilians professing to be Baptists or Presbyterians, 
don't drink their satanic-irrational-dialectical Kool-Aid.  You better check their claims with 
Scripture alone. 
 
You can get a copy of my book  
Double-Think: Refuting The Satanic Teachings Of Cornelius Van Til by clicking the link below: 
http://thebp.site/239833 
	


